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Aimable Twagilimana, MBA | PhD English
Ketchum Hall 321 | 1300 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14222
twagila@buffalostate.edu  |  https://www.linkedin.com/in/aimable-twagilimana-60959137/
International Educator / Consultant: Higher Education, Business, Government, NGOs
teaching, research, and cONSULTANCY INTERESTS
American literature, linguistics, world literature, critical theory; accounting, international business, macroeconomics, strategy management, leadership theory and practice, marketing, organizational and behavioral concepts, managerial accounting, and statistics (using Excel or Minitab)

Career Experience: Summary
State University of New York, buffalo State. Buffalo, NY, USA
1995 to Present

Undergraduate/graduate courses taught: American literature, African American literature, critical theory, linguistics, world literature, literature of continental Europe, non-western literature after 1945, African literature, the short story, Colonial discourse and postcolonial theory, individual writers (Toni Morrison), Humanities (in general).
Director, African and African American Studies Program, May 2006 to December 2012
- Promoted diversity in the curriculum and in extra-curricular activities
-Demonstrated commitment to establishing and maintaining collaborative and collegial relationships to advance interdisciplinary initiatives and programs, departmental and divisionwide goals, and the university’s strategic plan.

- Recruited, advised and mentored students minoring in African and African American studies.

- Worked with various departments on campus to schedule courses for the Unit

- Organized two lecture series (one in the fall and the other in the spring) each year covering African, Caribbean, and African American studies. These programs involved Buffalo State faculty, staff, and guest lecturers from Buffalo and from colleges./universities across the country.
- Created a website for the unit in collaboration with the staff of the College Relations

- Established an AAS Fund account with the college Foundation to support AAS activities (e.g. lectures)

- Wrote (and secured) minigrants to support AAS events.

-Taught the course "Introduction to Africana Studies" (AAS 100), which I continue to teach every semester.
Professor, 2004 to Present

Associate Professor, 2000 to 2004

Assistant Professor, 1995 to 2000 (granted early tenure)


ERIE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, CITY OF BUFFALO CAMPUS, PART-TIME PROFESSOR
August 2016-Present
-Teaching courses in accounting, corporate finance, LEADERSHIP, management, HR management, and marketing

Graduate school OF INTERNATIONAL Policy and management,
MIDDLEBURY INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, MONTEREY, CA, USA
 October 2015-April 2016
      INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS: THEORY AND INTERNATIONAL RESIDENCE:

       -Adjunct Instructor,  History, Politics, and Culture of Rwanda (focus on indigenous cultural practices as economic drivers)                                                                                                                          
October 2015

  


ctober 2015
      -Adjunct Instructor, Cultural Immersion: Innovative Practices in Business, Government, and NGOs       January 5-8, 2016
       -DPMI (Design, Partnership, Management, and Innovation) --Rwanda                      January 8-22, 2016
      MIIS students worked on various projects for Partners in Health; my team worked on Data Analytics and Health Delivery in rural Rwanda. These projects were presented to a panel of three Rwandan doctors.
UNIVERSITY OF KIBUNGO (UNIK), RWANDA               04/2009 to 12/2013
     
      FULL-TIME VISITING PROFESSOR:
 - Courses taught: African literature, methods of teaching English as a Foreign Language (methodology of teaching speaking, listening, writing, and reading); African literature; comparative literature; historiography

- Supervised more than 30 senior theses in the domain of TEFL (teaching English as a foreign language)
- Contributed to curriculum development  and revision (writing modules in June 2009) for the Department of Arts and Humanities 

- Advised the Board of Directors on best university practices in the areas of university governance, curriculum development, and services to students, 2009-2018. The Board of Directors invites me to its meetings whenever I am in Rwanda. The last Board meeting I attended was on July 27-29, 2018. I addressed issues related to strategic planning, accounting practices, and student recruitment.
-Recently helped develop a curriculum for a Master’s degree in English-French in collaboration with two colleagues (one from the University of Montreal and the other from UNIK). I drafted the program and sought input from the two colleagues).
Esther Gulyas Tax service  (SEASONAL, jAN-MID-APRIL)
Office supervisor, January 2017-present
office supervision, tax preparation—federal and all states


U.S. tax preparation, HR BLOCK USA                                                                       1999-2001; 2002-present: on a freelance basis
HSBC USA, depew, ny (contract)
August 2017-january 2018
Analyst—aml/kyc/tax compliance operations; ANALYSIS AND VALIDATION OF W-8BEN


The FulBright Program, Institute of International Education, funded by the U.S. State Department
2008 to Present


Senior Fulbright Scholar, University of Rwanda College of Education, Kigali, Rwanda, 2014-2015
Taught course in language and linguistics and conducted research for a mini-encyclopedia on Rwanda covering   history, economic development, financial institutions, politics, international relations, cultural aspects of development, and more.
Senior Fulbright Scholar, Cheikh Anta Diop University, Dakar, Senegal, 2008-2009. Taught American literature and directed 17 MA dissertations.
Member, Western & Central-Southern Peer Review Committee, 2009; 2010; 2011, 2015, 2017
Orientation Resource for Fulbright Scholars Going to Africa, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014
Freelance Translator / Translation Reviewer, USA & Africa
1981 to Present
Example: I was the Editing Translator for the award winning movie CHILDREN IN WAR (2000):

 http://www.tcm.com/tcmdb/person/1500426%7C0/Aimable-Twagilimana/filmography-with-synopsis.html
Language combinations: English<>French; English<>Kinyarwanda; French<>Kinyarwanda
Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders, Washington, D.C., USA 
2014, 2015, & 2016
Member, Peer Review Committee, President Barack Obama Initiative for Africa 
(Review of applications in economics, health studies, entrepreneurship, media studies, development studies
Marshall Cavendish Corporation
2008 to 2010
Manuscript Editor / Reviewer, Cultures of the World Series
Association of African Studies Programs (AASP), USA
2007 to 2010
Vice Chair, 2007 to 2008; Chair, 2008 to 2009; Immediate Past Chair, 2009 to 2010
The AASP brings together deans, directors, and coordinators of African Studies programs at U.S. colleges/universities, including Title VI centers.  As Chair, I oversaw the move of the AASP secretariat from Dartmouth College to Cornell University, the redesigning of the association’s website, the launching of the David Wiley awards, and the application process for both the Francois Manchuelle Award and the David Wiley Awards. Working with a planning committee, I organized the fall 2008 business meeting and the three-day annual spring meeting at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (in Washington, D.C.) in 2009. In addition, I established useful connections with stakeholders in the federal departments of State and Education, African embassies in Washington, D.C., and various non-governmental organizations.
United States Department of Education
 2004 to 2005
Proposal Reviewer, Grants, Fund for the Improvement of Post-Secondary Education

Collegiate Press, San Diego, CA, USA
1999 to 2000
Member, Advisory Board, Textbook titled: A Turbulent Voyage: Readings in African American Studies

National University of Rwanda, School of letters (arts and humanities)
1986 to 1992
Lecturer: American literature, African literature, Linguistics, psycholinguistics, college writing, translation (English-French-Kinyarwanda); supervision of students’ theses.
Assistant Dean (Secrétaire de Faculté), June 1991-July 1992 
    -Scheduled courses for the Departments of English, History and Geography, African languages and       Literatures, & French language and Literature.
    -Supervised the school’s secretariat on a daily basis, overseeing the work of 8 staff members.
    -Ran the school in the absence of the Dean and the Associate Dean in charge of research.
    -Kept confidential records of students, faculty and staff
    -Acted as secretary of the Faculty council
    -Prepared student documents for end-of-year deliberations (using the now defunct software DBase III plus)
Chair, English section, Evaluation of education programs  in Rwanda (elementary and secondary schools), 1986-1987—the evaluation was carried out by the National University of Rwanda at the demand of the Government of Rwanda
Catholic Graduate Institute of Applied Pedagogy, Nkumba, Rwanda
1986 to 1988
Visiting Lecturer: Teaching English as a Foreign Language; American literature; supervision of students’ theses (in TEFL).
Education

State University of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo (SUNY Buffalo), NY, USA
PhD, English, 1992-1995 (focus: American literature & critical theory)
   (on a Fulbright scholarship)

MBA, School of Management,  State University of New York at Buffalo, August 2012-June 2014


Courses included Modeling Managerial Processes (using EXCEL-advanced); marketing management; financial analysis and reporting; emotional intelligence, motivation, and leadership (each of the four semesters); principles of workforce management; managerial accounting; statistics; microeconomics; macroeconomics; corporate financial management; strategy management; international business; theory and practice of negotiations; technology management and e-business; the government, the law, and the firm (business law); and operations and service management.. Business communication (non-credit elective)

MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS (SUNY Buffalo, School of Management): certificate, March-May 2014, SUNY Buffalo

University of Reading, Reading, Berkshire, United Kingdom
MA, Applied Linguistics, 1989

National University of Rwanda,  Rwanda

MA, English, 1986

BA, English, 1984

Languages
English, French (near native), Kinyarwanda (native), Latin (reading), Classic Greek (reading), Swahili (intermediate level), German (basic skills).
Technical Training
H&R Block
US Tax Theory and Preparation, 1999-2001

International Correspondence Schools, Scranton, PA, USA
Diploma in Computer Programming, 1994
Polytechnic of Antsiranana, Madagascar, January-February 1990
Computer Maintenance for IBM PC, AT, XT

Grants (selected examples from a total of 20+ grants) 

Fulbright grants: 1992-1995, 2008-2009, 2014-2015
State University of New York at Buffalo Provost’s Incentive Grants, for research at the United Nations International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, located in Arusha, Tanzania, 2008; 2010: to attend and present a paper at an international 
conference on genocide studies, Kigali, Rwanda, 2010.
National Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) Summer Institute, at the City University of New York (CUNY) Graduate Center to study “Human Rights in Conflict: Interdisciplinary Perspectives,” 2006.
National Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) Summer Seminar and Visiting Scholarship, at the University of Notre Dame to study “Anglo-Irish Identities, 1600-1800,” 2003.
National Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) Summer Institute, Paris and Caen, France, “History, Memory, 
and Dictatorship: The Legacy of World War II and the Holocaust in France, Germany, and Italy,” 1999.
United States Information Agency (USIA) Grant, to attend a conference organized by the US State Department on 
“Continuity and Change in the American Political System,” 1994.
British Council Grant, to attend an International Teachers of English as a Foreign Language (IATEFL) conference, 1989.
Professional Memberships
Modern Language Association (MLA)

African Studies Association (ASA)

American Economic Association

Board of Directors, Educators’ Institute for Human Rights, 2010-2016
Board of Directors, International Institute of Buffalo, Jan 2016-Jan 2018
Association of African Studies Programs (AASP)

Toni Morrison Society

Board of Directors, Buffalo for Africa, 2001-2008
West African Research Association

American Translators’ Association (past member)
Publications: Books

Twagilimana, Aimable, Historical Dictionary of Rwanda. 2nd edition. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, forthcoming, November 2015.

              Mini-encyclopedia covering most aspects of Rwanda, including anthropology, arts, agriculture, education, history, culture, geography, economics, financial institutions,  literature, politics, international relations, technology, etc.

Twagilimana, Aimable, Historical Dictionary of Rwanda. New edition. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 2007.

Twagilimana, Aimable, The Debris of Ham: Ethnicity, Regionalism, and the 1994 Rwandan Genocide. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2003.

               This book covers the historical, sociological, political, and cultural causes of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.
Twagilimana, Aimable, Race and Gender in the Making of an African American Literary Tradition. New York: Routledge, 1997. 

Twagilimana, Aimable, The Heritage Library of African Peoples (series): HUTU AND TUTSI. New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 1998.  Part of the accelerated reader program.
Twagilimana, Aimable, In Their Own Voices (series): Teenage Refugees from Rwanda Speak Out. New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 1997.  Part of the accelerated reader program.
Twagilimana, Aimable.  Manifold Annihilation (A Novel). New York and Orlando:  Rivercross, 1996.
Publications: Chapters in Books
Twagilimana, Aimable, “Imagining Margaret Garner: Classical and Contemporary Texts and Intertexts,”  Margaret Garner: The Premiere Performance of Toni Morrison’s Libretto. Ed. La Vinia Delois Jennings. University of Virginia Press, November 2016, pp.145-168.
Twagilimana, Aimable, “Native Son.” Icons of African American Literature. Ed. Yolanda Page. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2011. 321-344.
Twagilimana, Aimable, “The Genocide Survivor: Critical Perspectives.” 16 Years after the Genocide Perpetrated Against the Tutsi. Kigali: CNLG/UNESCO, 2011. 19-28.

Twagilimana, Aimable, “Testimony, Law, and Literature.” 15 Years after the Genocide Perpetrated against the Tutsi (1994-2009). Kigali: CNLG/UNESCO, 2010.  206-218.

Twagilimana, Aimable, “Italo Calvino’s If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler and the Labyrinth.” Bloom’s Literary Themes: The Labyrinth. Ed. & Intro. Harold Bloom;  vol. editor: Blake Hobby. New York:  Blooms Literary Criticism, 2009. 81-92.
Twagilimana, Aimable, “Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man and Alienation.” Bloom’s Literary Themes: Alienation. Ed. & Intro. Harold Bloom; vol. editor: Blake Hobby. New York: Chelsea House, 2009. 101-110.

Twagilimana, Aimable, “Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon and the American Dream.” Bloom’s Literary Themes: The American Dream. Ed. & Intro. Harold Bloom, vol. editor: Blake Hobby. New York: Blooms 
Literary Criticism, 2009. 203-212.

Twagilimana, Aimable, “Margaret Walker.” African American Women Writers: An A to Z Guide. Ed. Yolanda Page. Westport, CT: Greenwood, March 2007. 589-594.
Twagilimana, Aimable, “Regeneration Through Neo-Hoodooism: Yellow Back Radio Broke-Down and Ishmael Reed's  Mythogenesis." A Casebook Study of Ishmael Reed’s Yellow Back Radio Broke-Down. Ed. Robert L. McLaughlin &  Pierre-Damien Mvuyekure. Normal, IL: Dalkey Archive Press,  2003)  88-114.

Twagilimana, Aimable, “Foreword.”  Neal, Anthony. The Fictive Insanity of Races: The Human, the Rat, the Black & White (collection of poetry). Buffalo: Cover Publishing & Photography, 2001.  vi-xiii. 
Publications: Entries in Reference Books / Encyclopedias
“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.” Facts on File Companion to British Poetry: 1900 to the Present. Ed. James Persoon & Robert R. Watson. New York:  Facts on File, 2009. 292-295.

“The Second Coming.” Facts on File Companion to British Poetry: 1900 to the Present. Ed. James Persoon & Robert R. Watson. New York:  Facts on File, 2009. 425-426.

 “Afrocentricity.” Encyclopedia of Ethnic American Literature. Ed. Emmanuel S. Nelson. Westport, CT: Geenwood Press, 2005. 116-117.

“Black Nationalism.” Encyclopedia of Ethnic American Literature. Ed. Emmanuel S. Nelson.  Westport, CT.: Geenwood Press, 2005. 282-284.

“Martin Luther King Jr.” Encyclopedia of Ethnic American Literature. Ed. Emmanuel S. Nelson. Westport, CT: Geenwood Press, 2005. 1246-47.

“Larry Neal.” Encyclopedia of Ethnic American Literature. Ed. Emmanuel S. Nelson. Westport, CT.: Geenwood Press, 2005. 1616-17.

“Protest Literature.”  Encyclopedia of African American Literature. Ed. Hans Ostrom and David Macey Jr.  Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2005. 1736 words.

“Linda Hogan.” Encyclopedia of American Indian Literature. Ed. Alan Velie & Jennifer McClinton Temple. Facts-on-File, May  2007. 1000 words.
“Declaration of Independence.”  Federalism in America: An Encyclopedia. Ed. Joseph R. Marbach, Ellis Katz, & Troy  E. Smith.  Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2006. 1,069 words.
“The Civil Rights Act of 1875.” Federalism in America: An Encyclopedia. Ed. Joseph R.  Marbach, Ellis Katz, & Troy  E. Smith.  Westport, CT Greenwood, 2006. 500 words.

 “Martin Luther King Jr.” Greenwood Encyclopedia of American Race Riots (2 vols). Ed. Walter Rucker & James Nathaniel Upton, December 2006. 334-38. 2348 words.
“Nonviolence.” Greenwood Encyclopedia of American Race Riots (2 vols). Ed. Walter Rucker &  James Nathaniel Upton. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2006.  484-485. 

 “The Wilmington, NC Race Riot.”  Greenwood Encyclopedia of American Race Riots (2 vols). Ed.  Walter Rucker & James Nathaniel Upton , December 2006. 717-22.

Articles
“Harold Star’s Chickens & Pigs and the Customer-Based View of Strategy”—3583-word work submitted to the International journal of science, commerce and humanities for consideration
“The Killing Hills of Rwanda: Anatomy of a Genocide." Occasional Papers VI: Postcolonial Perspectives--Politics-History-Literature, Ed. Irving Massey & Daniel Weinstein. State University of New York at Buffalo, 1995. 13-29. 
"The Politicization of Ethnicity in Rwanda: A Competition Model." Occasional Papers V: Postcolonial Perspectives--Politics-Anthropology-Literature, Ed. Irving Massey & Charles H. Jones. State University of New York at Buffalo, 1994.  6-16.

Applied Research
 “Services for Unaccompanied Refugee Minors,” mini-grant, final report 18 pages. Research commissioned by the Center for Development of Human Services (CDHS), a New York state funded research agency, specializing in the training of social services providers, 2005.
"Refugee Resettlement in Buffalo, NY: A Case Study,” a CDHS mini-grant, final report 18 pages. Analysis of factors that contribute to the successful resettlement of refugees in Buffalo, NY, focusing on newly resettled refugees from the Great Lakes region of Central Africa (Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Topics included: learning English, housing, school placement for children, health concerns, and job search, 2000.
"Teenage Immigrants' Cultural Adaptation," a CDHS mini-grant, final report 36 pages. Description and analysis of patterns of cultural adaptation of teenage immigrants from around the world, with special emphasis on immigrants from Africa, 1998.

Keynote Addresses
 “Global Citizenship, Human Rights and Social Responsibility,” keynote address at the Global Citizenship Institute’s 
inaugural Global Citizens Conference, Buffalo, NY, October 6-7, 2010.

“The Crisis in Darfur, Sudan,” keynote address to the Sigma Delta Theta sorority in Buffalo, NY, January 29, 2007.
 “HIV/AIDS in Africa,” keynote address to students at the State University of New York College at Buffalo on AIDS Awareness Day, November 29, 2006.
 “International Education in the Age of Globalization,” keynote address, part of Views of the International Student Symposium organized by the International Student Office and the English Department of Erie Community College, North Campus, Buffalo, NY, March 22, 2000. 

Papers: International
“Using Writing to Teach About the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda,” a paper / workshop presented in Kigali, Rwanda. Part of a workshop organized by the Educators’ Institute for Human Rights, a program supported by New York State United Teachers (NYSUT), the United States Holocaust Memorial, and Buffalo for Africa, July 27-30, 2013.
 “Human Rights Discourse and Praxis: The Legacy of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide,” a paper presented at the African Studies Association, United Kingdom branch, University of Leeds, England, September 5-8, 2012.
"Teaching the Literature of the 1994 Genocide,“ a paper / workshop presented in Kigali, Rwanda. Part of a workshop organized by the Educators’ Institute for Human Rights, a program supported by New York State United Teachers (NYSUT), the United States Holocaust Memorial, and Buffalo for Africa, July 31-August 2, 2012.

 “The Genocide Survivor: Critical Perspectives,” a paper presented at the International Conference on the Sixteenth Anniversary of the Genocide Against the Tutsi; Kigali, Rwanda, April 4-6, 2010.
 “Testimony, Law and Literature,” a paper presented at the International Conference on the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Genocide Against the Tutsi; Kigali, Rwanda, April 4-6, 2009.
“The Poetics of Irony in Richard Wright’s Native Son,” a paper presented at the American University of Paris, International Centennial Conference: Celebrating 100 Years of Richard Wright, Paris, France, June 19-21, 2008. 

 “Diasporic Discourse in Early African-American Literature,” a paper presented at a conference at the University of Windsor, Ontario, Canada, May 14-17, 2004.
 “Romancing the Past: Beloved and Toni Morrison’s Historiography,” a paper read at the Canadian Congress of Social Sciences and the Humanities, at the University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, May 25-27, 2002. 

 “The Ethnic Line and the Politics of Violence in Central Africa (in Rwanda, Burundi, Zaire)," read at the Sixth International Conference of the Global Awareness Society International, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, May 22-25, 1997.
Papers: United States
“’Words that Kill’: the emergence of an ideology of exclusion and extermination”—paper presented at the 2018 commemoration of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi, Kwibuka24,  April 28, 2018, SUNY Buffalo State
“Presenting a Survivor of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi: Frida Umuhoza”—Anne Franck Project annual conference, October 3-4, 2017, SUNY Buffalo State.
“The 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi: a Historical Overview”—paper presented at the 2017
Commemoration of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi, Kwibuka23, April 21, 2017, SUNY Buffalo State
“Your Values and the World: a Workshop”—Presented at the Anne Frank Project annual conference, September 28-29, 2016, SUNY Buffalo State.
 “Post-Genocide Rwanda and Human Rights Praxis,” a paper presented at the annual Ann Frank Project, State University of New York College at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY, September 2013. 
“Fulbright: A World of Opportunities for Scholars and Students,” invited to speak by the Institute of International Education’s Council for International Exchange of Scholars at the annual conference of the African Studies Association, San Francisco, CA, November 18-21, 2010.

 “Human Rights Research and Activism in Africa,” a paper presented as part of a panel organized by the Board of Directors of the African Studies Association (ASA) in memory of the late Alison Des Forges, human rights researcher / activist for Human Rights Watch. ASA annual convention, New Orleans, LA, November 19-22, 2009.
 “Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon, Alienation, and the American Dream,” a paper presented at the Fifth Biennial Conference of the Toni Morrison Society, in Charleston, SC, July 24-27, 2008.

“Phillis Wheatley, Olaudah Equiano, and the African Diaspora,” a paper presented at the Fifth Conference of the Black Community Diaspora at Central Ohio State University, Wilberforce, OH, April 16-18, 2008.
 “Imagining the 1898 Wilmington, North Carolina Race Riot,” a presentation at the annual conference of the National Association of African American Studies and its affiliates, Baton Rouge, LA, February 12-17, 2007.
 “Civilization and Otherness: Freud, Camus, and the City,” a lecture given at the Analytical Psychology Society of  
Western New York, Buffalo, NY, March 14, 2007. 
“Crisis in Dafur, Sudan,” panelist, the Buffalo Holocaust Center, February 3, 2007.
“Ordinary Men and the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda: Reading Jean Hatzfeld’s Machete Season,” a paper presented at the annual convention of the Modern Language Association (MLA), Philadelphia, PA, December 27-30, 2006.
 “Toni Morrison’s Beloved and the African Diaspora,” a paper presented at the African Diaspora Conference, 2006, Charlotte, NC. Conference theme: “Centering the Periphery: Globalization and Identity in the African Diaspora.” Sponsored by the University of North Carolina, April 5-8, 2006.
Papers: United States (continued)
 “Metaleptic Signifying in Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God,” a  presentation  at the annual conference of the National Association of African American Studies and its affiliates, Baton Rouge, LA.  Also, chaired one session at this conference. February 13-18, 2006. 
 “Romancing the Past: Identity and Memory in Ton Morrison’s Beloved,” a paper presented at the Fourth Biennial Conference of the Toni Morrison Society, Cincinnati, OH  and later at the University of Northern Kentucky, July 2005,.
 “Romancing the Past: Toni Morrison’s Historiography in Beloved,” a paper presented at Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA, as part of “Celebrating the African American Novel: Critical Visions and Revisions of its Past and Present,” April 1-2, 2005.
“Beloved’s Identities in Toni Morrison’s Beloved,” a paper presented at the annual conference of the National Association of African American Studies and its affiliates, Houston, TX, February 14-19, 2005.
 “Diasporic Discourse in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon,” a paper presented at the annual conference of the National Association of African American Studies and its affiliates, Houston, TX, February 14-19, 2005.
 “Son’s Metamorphosis in Toni Morrison’s Tar Baby,” a paper presented at the annual conference of the National Association of African American Studies and its affiliates, Houston, TX, February 14-19, 2005.
 “Paratextuality, Intertextuality, and Narrative Strategy in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart,” a paper presented at the Mid-Atlantic Popular and American Culture Association conference in Buffalo, NY, November 5-7, 2004.
 “African Diaspora as Discourse,” a paper presented at a conference at the State University of Kentucky in Frankfort, KY, March 25-27, 2004.
"Toni Morrison and the Black Atlantic," a paper presented at a conference at the University of Kentucky, Frankfort, KY. Conference theme: "African Heritage in the Americas: Empowerment for African Descendants in the 21st Century," March 27-29, 2003.
"Toni Morrison's Beloved and the Black Atlantic," a paper presented at the National Association of African American Studies annual conference in Houston, TX, February 12-17, 2003.
“Prophecy and Politics in Rwanda: Discourses and Counter-Discourses: General Considerations,” presented this paper as a panelist and organized and moderated the panel at the annual conference of the National Association of African American Studies in Houston, TX, February 14, 2001.

 “Irony’s Edge: Native Son, Naturalism, and the African American Literary Tradition,” a paper presented at the National Association of African American Studies annual conference in Houston, TX, February 23, 2000.
"Frederick Douglass and the African-American Canon,” a paper read at the National Association of African American Studies annual conference in Houston, TX, February 11, 1998.
Presentation of my novel Manifold Annihilation at the series “What on Earth is Going on?” Williamsville (NY) Public Library, 
March 4, 1997.
"Exploring the Center: Postcoloniality and Identity in J. Frame's The Edge of   the Alphabet and V. S. Naipaul's Mimic Men," a paper read at the Sixth Annual Central New York Conference on Language and Literature, State University of New York College at Cortland, NY, October 20-22, 1996,
"The Contexts of Marginality in Janet Frame's Edge of the Alphabet," a paper read at the conference”Transitions: A Conference on World Literature,” Appalachian State University, Boone, NC, April 25-27, 1996.
Public Radio Interview
Interviewed by National Public Radio / WBFO (88.7 FM) about my writing in general and my novel Manifold Annihilation in particular. The program aired on February 10 and 13, 2000.
Invitations to Lecture: Buffalo, New York Colleges
 “Haiti and the African Diaspora,” presented at Haiti Teach-in program, organized  by the Campus Equity and Diversity Office at the State University College of New York at Buffalo, March 7, 2010.

 “Leopold Sedar Senghor and Senegalese Literature,” a talk given during the Semaine Française (French Week) organized by the National Association of Teachers of French, at the State University College of New York at Buffalo, November 2009.

 “The Construction of Ethnicity in Rwanda: A Competition Model,” a 75-minute lecture to Dr. Marcus Watson’s class “Understanding Culture,” Anthropology Department, at the State University College of New York at Buffalo, October 09, 2009.
 “ICTR’s Akayesu Case: Gender Jurisprudence in International Law,” a paper presented during Africa Week, organized by the African and African American Studies Interdisciplinary Unit, at the State University College of New York at Buffalo, October 26-30, 2009.
“L. S. Senghor and the Harlem Renaissance,” a paper presented during Africa Week, organized by the African and African American Studies Interdisciplinary Unit, at the State University College of New York at Buffalo, October 26-30, 2009.

 “Colonization as Tragedy in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart,” a paper presented during Africa Week, an event organized by the African and African American Studies Interdisciplinary Unit, at the State University College of New York at Buffalo, November 8-16, 2007.  

“Understanding the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda: Postcolonial Perspectives,” a three-hour talk to Professor Shaun Irlam’s PhD seminar, Comparative Literature Department, at the State University of New York at Buffalo, 
February 21, 2006.

 “Huntington’s Civilizations: Cultural and Historical Counter-Arguments; Postcolonial Perspectives,” a presentation for Wednesdays at Noon series, State University of New York College at Buffalo, October 1, 2003.
 “The Poetry of Léopold Sédar Senghor,” a presentation for the Wednesdays at Noon series, State University of New York College at Buffalo, April 16, 2003.
 “Francophone Poetry Reading,” a reading as part of the French Week, with colleagues Drs. Merini and Gounard, at State University of New York College at Buffalo, November 6, 2003.
Presentation of my scholarship to the Council of the State University of New York College at Buffalo, March 12, 2003.
“African Postcolonial Literature” (in French), a Francophone evening during the National French Week, at the State University of New York College at Buffalo, November 8, 2001.

"Intertextuality and Signifyin(g) in Margaret Walker's Jubilee," a three-hour presentation, at the State University of New York College at Buffalo, February 27, 2001.
"Africa and the Global Paradox," Political Science Department, the State University of New York College at Buffalo, 
March 27, 2001.
"The 1994 Rwandan Genocide: Political and Social Causes," a case study using H. Arendt's and T. Todorov's theories on mass violence, as part of the International Lecture Series, State University of New York College at Buffalo, March 29, 2001.
"Postcoloniality and Identity: African Literature and the Colonial Heritage," a one-and-one-half hour presentation for Dr. Christian O. Onikepe's Francophone Studies graduate seminar, at the State University of New York at Buffalo, April 9, 2001. 

"Postcolonial Theory," for Professor David Lampe's graduate class, State University of New York College at Buffalo,  April 16, 2001. 
“International Education,” guest speaker for the International Student Organization’s annual African / Middle East Night, at the State University of New York College at Buffalo, December 2, 2000.
Reading from my novel Manifold Annihilation and from other works in their original versions (classics such Homer’s Iliad and Virgil’s Aeneid, and L. S. Senghor’s  poetry) as part as an English Department reading, at the State University of New York College at Buffalo, April 18, 2000.

"The Linguistic Background of Michel Foucault's Archaeology," a presentation for Scholarship and Creativity Day at the State University of New York College at Buffalo, December 15, 2000. 
Other Faculty Responsibilities
Mentoring: Buffalo State SUNY
Directed more than 22 MA theses.  Three of these MA theses won the competitive Graduate School’s 
Outstanding Thesis Award. Served as second reader for numerous MA theses. 

Successfully mentored undergraduate students through the process of applying for competitive college Summer Fellowships since 2002 and supervised their summer research to completion. 
Helped students participate in the National Student Exchange and Study Abroad Programs. 

In 2001-2002, received a “Hero Award” from the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities following nomination by students with disabilities for excellent mentoring of several of them.

Faculty Committees:

English Department
Chair, Assessment Committee, 2007-2008; 2009-2010; 2012-2014

Member, Assessment Committee, 2007-2008; 2009-2011; 2012-2014; 2015-2016
Member, English Department’s Chair Renewal Committee, 2009-2010
Member, Curriculum Committee, 1999-2004; 2006-2008; 2012-2013
Member, Personnel Committee, 2009-2010; 2015-2016, 2017-2018
Member, Chair’s Advisory Council, 2007-2008; 2009-2010
Member, Recruitment Committee, 1996-1997; 1997-1998; 2000-2001; 2007-2008,;2011-2012; 2013-2014

Solicitor, United Way annual appeal campaign, 1995-1996

Campus-wide Committees

Chair, Evaluation/assessment of the Diversity component of Intellectual Foundation courses, 2010-2013 

Member, Provost’s Select Committee for the development of a new general education program, 2017-Present

Member, Evaluation / Assessment of the Humanities Component of the Intellectual Foundation Courses, 2011-2014, 2018-2019
Member, College Planning Council, Strategic Planning, 2001-2016 

Member, President’s Medal for Distinguished Service Committee, 2006-2010

Member, SUNY Honorary Degree Committee, 1999-2000; 2002-2003; 2010-2012

Member, President’s Council on Equity and Campus Diversity, 2001-2003

Member, Graduate School Advisory Council, Provost’s Representative, 2001-2008
Member, Advisory Committee for the Carnegie Academy on the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, 2000-2002

Member, International Student Advisory Council, 1995-2008

Member, All-College Honors Advisory Board, 1999-2008

Member, Assessment Committee, School of Arts and Humanities, 2009-2010; 2010-2011, 2018-2019.

Member, African and African American Studies Interdisciplinary Unit Core Committee, 2000 to Present
Member, Humanities Advisory Council, 1999-2003
Member, Academic Standards, School of Arts and Humanities, 1995 to 1997

Member, Oversight Committee, School of Arts and Humanities, 1999-2014

OTHER:

President, U.S. Rwandan Community Abroad (USRCA) (Rwandan diaspora in the USA) (2016-Present)
